
 

 

    	           
 

Programme  
11th trapca Annual Conference 2017 

 

Venue: ESAMI  

Arusha, Tanzania 

“The Emergence of New and Dynamic China-Africa Economic 
Relationships: International Economic Law Perspectives” 

 

22 – 24 November 2017 
 

DAY 1: Wednesday 22 November 2017 
 
08.00hrs – 09.00hrs:  Registration of participants and distribution of conference material 
   
09.00hrs – 09.10hrs: Remarks by trapca Executive Director, Peter Kiuluku 
 
09:10hrs – 09:15hrs: Remarks by CIBEL-UNSW Law, Dr Weihuan Zhou 
 
09.15hrs – 09.30hrs: Official opening by Prof. Bonard Mwape, Director General, ESAMI 
 

09.30hrs - 10.15hrs- Keynote Speaker: Colin B. Picker (Professor and Dean of Law, Wollongong 
University, Australia) Africa, China and International Economic Law - A View of the Present from 
1947 
 

10:15-10:30  Conference Photo 
 

10.30hrs - 11.00hrs: TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
 

11:00-13:00 
Panel One: China and Africa: General Aspects of the Economic Relationships 
 
Chair & Discussant: Joost Pauwelyn, Professor of International Law, Graduate 

Institute, Geneva  
Amos Saurombe, (Professor, the University of South Africa), Defining the Grey Area of China-
Africa Economic Relations: Legal and Economic Aspects  
 

Emmanuel Laryea (Associate Professor, Monash, Australia), Africa’s Economic Relation with 
China: Prospects and Pitfalls 
 
 

Sanja Bogojević (Associate Professor, Oxford Law Faculty), The Emergency of New and Dynamic 
China-Africa Economic Relationships: International Economic Law Perspective  

 

Kulwa Gamba (Assistant Lecturer, University of Dodoma, Tanzania; PhD Candidate, CUPL, China), 
Integration of Africa in the Contemporary China Global Trade Networks: 
Analysis of the Legal Relationship in the One-Belt-One-Road Initiative  

 

13.00hrs - 14.00hrs: LUNCH  
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Panel Two: The Investment Law Context: General Perspectives 
 
Chair & Discussant: Tsotetsi Makong, Trade Policy Training Centre in Africa (trapca) 
 

14:00- 15:30 hrs 
Heng Wang (Associate Professor and Co-Director of CIBEL, UNSW Law, Australia), China’s Trade 
and Investment Approach to the Belt and Road Initiative 
 

Rujama Robert Chisumo (Senior Legal Officer, The Ministry of Finance, Tanzania), Revisiting 
Sino-Tanzania Bilateral Investment Treaty in the Light of 2016 UNACTAD’s Global Action Menu for 
Investment Facilitation 
 

Anuj Kumar Vaksha, (Associate Professor, University School of Law and Legal Studies, Guru 
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, India). Responsible Investor: Indian Perspectives 
 
15.30hrs - 16.00hrs: TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
 
Panel Three: The Investment Law Context - Sustainable Development 
 
Chair & Discussant: Weihuan Zhou, CIBEL, University of New South Wales, Law, Australia. 
 

16.00hrs - 17.30 hrs: 
Haifeng Deng (Associate Professor, Tsinghua University, China), The Legal Analysis of TPP 
Environmental Clause 
 

Gudrun Zagel (Assistant Professor, University of Salzburg, Austria), The International Legal 
Framework Governing Chinese Investment in Africa: Are China-African BITs Fit for Sustainable 
Development? 
 

Liyu Han & Wenliang Zhang (Professor/Assistant Professor, Renmin University, China), China-
Africa Economic Relations: From Aid Projects to Sustainable-Development-Focused Agreements 
 
 
DAY 2: Thursday 23 November 2017 
 

Networking Event 
 

06:15-06:30 Departure for Networking Event 

 

09:00-13:00 Networking Event 

 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

 

14:00-16:30 Continuation of Networking Event 

 

16:30-17:00 End of Networking Event 
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DAY 3: Friday 24 November 2017 
 
Panel Four: The Investment Law Context: Dispute Settlement and Case Study 
 
Chair & Discussant: Joost Pauwelyn, Graduate Institute, Geneva 

09.00hrs - 10.30hrs: 
Olaoye Kehinde (PhD Candidate, Chinese University of HongKong), Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement in China-Africa Bilateral Investment Treaties 
 
Chaoen Wang (Assistant Researcher, Xi’an Jiaotong University, China), Rule of Arbitration with 
Chinese Characteristics: the Investment Arbitration Rules of CIETAC’s and Its Attractiveness toward 
China ODI in Africa 
 
Leïla Choukroune (Professor, Portsmouth University, India), A Chinese International Law? China’s 
Normative Syncretism and Africa’s International Trade and Investment Regime 
 
10.30hrs - 11.00hrs: TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
 
Panel Five: Other Issues 
 

Chair & Discussant: Tebello Thabane, Faculty of Law, University of Cape Town. 

11.00hrs - 12.30hrs: 
Marco Claudio Corradi (Senior Lecturer, Lund University, Sweden), Are Corporate Opportunities 
Doctrines or Covenants Not to Compete A Way to Secure Chinese Investment in Innovation in Africa? 
 
Julian Nowag (Senior Lecturer, Lund University, Sweden), African Chinese Co-operation in 
Competition Matters: Why Does It Matter and Options for Co-operation 
 
Jiehan Feng & Meng Zhou (Professors, Wuhan University, China), China-Africa Cooperation on 
Drug Accessibility under the Belt and Road Initiative: Pharmaceutical Patent Standards in China and 
the Future of International Intellectual Property Law Reform 
 

Closing Remarks 

12:30 – 12:40hrs: Remarks by CIBEL-UNSW Law, Dr Weihuan Zhou 

12:40 – 12:50hrs: Closing remarks by trapca Academic Director, Dr Hans Falck 

12:50 - 15.00hrs: CLOSING COCKTAIL 
 
 

 
    

I. Conference Content 
The last decade has seen the emergence of two new critical dynamics in the international economic arena – the rise of 
China as a great power alongside the increased inclusion and role of Africa’s economies.  Specifically relevant for this 
conference is the international economic legal relations emerging between China and many African countries.  Those 
legal relations span everything from agreements and the regulation of: trade in goods and services; Chinese foreign 
direct investment in Africa; Governmental and regional bank finance projects; International intellectual property; and 
all other parts of the field of international economic law. As a new and increasingly important part of the international 
economic legal order there is much to be gained in our understandings of these new dynamics in international 
economic law (“IEL”).  This is especially the case if scholars that study in relevant areas, especially Chinese and African 
IEL scholars, are able to share their research and ideas. 

This conference will provide such opportunities – carefully integrating scholarly presentations with networking 
opportunities that would ideally lead to future research collaborations. Accordingly, there will be two days of research 
presentations (keynote lectures, paper presentations, and poster displays) on the conference theme as well as one day 
of networking available via group Safari to one of the world’s great wildlife parks. 

We therefore are seeking proposals for papers, panels and posters for this conference. The Conference Theme will be 
“The Emergence of New and Dynamic China-Africa Economic Relationships: International Economic Law Perspectives”.  
This is a broad theme that provides flexibility for paper, panel and poster proposals that:

(1) Cover the broad areas of international economic law (“IEL”); and 
(2) Directly involve Africa-China economic relations.

For purposes of this conference, IEL means the international/transnational dimensions of: trade law; investment law 
(including investment arbitration); finance and monetary law; intellectual property rights law; competition/antitrust 
law; labour migration law; and development law.  

 It may also include:
The intersection of other fields of law and these IEL fields (e.g., environmental regulation and trade law as it impacts 
China-Africa economic relations); or
Interdisciplinary approaches to IEL and the region (e.g., an economic analysis of the international investment law of 
Uganda as it impacts China-Africa economic relations);
Doctoral (e.g., PhD/SJD/JSD) candidates that are not already academics (lecturers, assistant professors, etc.) may only 
submit poster proposals. Proposals from other levels of students will not be accepted.
There will be plenary and concurrent panels. Each panel will be moderated. Panel Chairs and appointed Commentators 
may be invited to react to papers.


